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Wel l ,  t ha ts coo le rs ,  i t ’s  been  a  

ve r y pecu l ia r  year.  The  theme 

of 2020  is ,  of  cours e ,  COVID-

19 .  Words  l i ke  “mas car i l l a ”,  

“d is tanc iamiento” and  “vacuna” 

have  sudden ly become 

ever yday languag e .

Here  i s  a  newspaper a r t i c le  w i th  

s ome of  thes e  common words  

re la ted  to  COV ID-19 .

# 0 1  R E A D I N G :  2 0 2 0  –  T h e  Y e a r  o f  C O V I D

2020 is  a  year  that  we wi l l  never  forget .  The coronavirus  pandemic 

has  changed our  world  and our  l ives  forever.  In  the  beginning of  

the  year,  many people  thought  that  i t  was  jus t  a  normal  f lu ,  that  i t  

would pass .

Cases  began to  appear  in  Spain in  February,  and people  began to  

become worried.  I t  s tar ted to  look very  ser ious .  Then,  in  March,  

the  Spanish government  ordered a  lockdown.  
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In  pub l ic ,  i t  became ob l iga tory  

to  wear  a  facemask and  prac t ice  

social  d is tancing o f  2  metres .  

Res tauran ts ,  schools ,  shops  and  

many  o ther  bus inesses  c losed .  

Many  workers  were  now in  vul-

nerable s i tua t ions .  There  were  

huge  numbers  o f  fur lough cases  

–  where  the  s ta te  pays  70% o f  

your  sa lary.

But  even in these tough t imes,  there were wonderful  cases of  

s o l i d a r i t y.  People donating food to their  vulnerable neigh-

bours,  music in balconies to keep people happy,  applause for 

essential  workers every evening.

Now the government has issued a curfew – we must  be at  home 

from 10pm to 6am. 

Whilst  we have adapted well  to this  pandemic,  we hope that  the 

scientis ts  can soon f ind a vaccine – so we can get  our jobs 

back,  so we can see each other ’s  faces,  so we can hug our loved 

ones freely again!

For months ,  we could only  leave our  homes to  buy food or  go 

to  the  hospi tal .
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01 .  Pandemic

02 .  Lockdown

03 .  Facemask

04 .  Socia l  d is tancing                            

05 .  Fur lough     

06 .  Sol idar i ty

07.  Curfew

08 .  Vaccine

# 0 2  M A T C H  T H E  W O R D S  W I T H  T H E  D E F I N I T I O N

A .  Mascar i l l a

B .  Toque  de  queda

C .  Vacuna

D.  Pandemia

E .  So l idar idad

F.  Conf inamien to

G .  Dis tanc iamien to

H .  ERTE

answers

# 0 2

01-D, 02-F, 03-A, 04-G, 05-H, 06-E, 07-B, 08-C
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# 0 3  F i l l  t h e  g a p s

Us e  the  new vocabular y  t o  f i l l  t he  g aps  in  thes e  s entences .

01.  Quick!  I t ’s  a lmost  10pm,  we have to  get  home!  The ________ 

s tar ts  soon!

02.  Lots  of  d i f ferent  countr ies  are  try ing desperate ly  to  f ind a  

__________ for  COVID-19.

03.  The minimum ____________ 

should be  2  metres ,  but  i t ’s  a lmost  

impossible  in  the  metro at  busy  

t imes .

04.  The c inema where I  work has  

temporari ly  c losed because of  the  

v irus ,  so  I ’ve  been on ________ for  

a  month now.

05.  Kids  have adapted very  wel l  to  

wearing the  _____________,  but  

somet imes they  forget  and they  try  

to  take  i t  o f f .  



06.  I  real ly  hope that  there’s  not  another  __________,  I  get  so  

c laustrophobic  s taying at  home al l  day!

07.  My grandad’s  neighbours  go to  the  supermarket  for  him every  

week because he  can’t .  I t ’s  a  wonderful  act  o f  ______________.

08.  This  __________ has  changed our  l ives  forever.
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answers

# 0 3

01. Curfew

02. Vaccine

03. Social distancing

04. Furlough

05. Facemask 

06. Lockdown

07. Solidarity

08. Pandemic




