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We us e  the  Pas t  S imple  to  ta lk  

about  a completed  act ion  in  a  t ime 

before  now .  I t  i s  the  bas ic  fo rm of 

the  pas t  tens e  in  Eng l ish .  The  t ime 

of the  ac t ion  can  be  in  the  recent  

pas t  o r the  d is tant  pas t  and  the  

ac t ion  dura t ion  is  not  impor tant .

F O R M :  V E R B  T O  B E  P A S T F O R M :  V E R B  T O  B E  P R E S E N T

PAST PRESENT FUTURE

P O S I T I V E N E G A T I V E

I

You

He/she/ i t

We

You

They

were

was

were

was

weren’ t

wasn’ t

weren’ t

wasn’ t

P O S I T I V E N E G A T I V E

I

You

He/she/ i t

We

You

They

‘ re/are

‘s/ is

‘ re/are

‘m/am

aren’ t

i sn’ t

a ren’ t

‘m not
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Questions with the verb to BE Past S.   

Was I  la te?

Were  you  a t  school  las t  n igh t?

Was  she  the  bes t  per former  a t  the  

show las t  week?

Were  they  on  a  bear  hun t  two  

weeks  ago?

Questions with the verb to BE Present S.   

I s  she  the  bes t  per former  a t  the  show?

Are  they  a t  a  the  bear  hun t?

Am I  la te?

Are  you  a t  the  school  now?

R E G U L A R  V E R B S  P R O N U N C I A T I O N  O F  – e d  E N D I N G S

In  the  pas t  s imple  regu lar verbs  end  in  –ed  and there  a re  three  d i f ferent  

ways  of pronouncing  them:  / id/ ,  /d/  and  / t /

Regular verbs  that  end in  the  s ound / t/  or /d/ ,  in  the  pas t  s imple  the  ‘ed ’  

end ing  is  p ronounced / id/
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Examples :   

s tar t  –  s tar ted  / id /        inv i t e  –  inv i t ed  / id /        want  –  wanted  / id /       

need  –  needed  / id /        dec ide  –  dec ided  / id /

Examples :   

smi le  –  smi led  /d /           turn  –  turned  /d /           love  –  loved   /d /     

seem –  seemed  /d /

The  pronunc ia t ion  of  the  –ed  end ing  

fo r other regu lar verbs  in  the  pas t  

s imple  depends on the  last  s ound 

of the  INF IN IT IVE  ( the  verb  in  i t s  

bas ic   fo rm)  of  the  verb  tha t  end  in  

VO ICED SOUNDS or not .  

What  th is  means  is  tha t  REGULAR verbs  that  end in  VOICED SOUNDS  w i l l  

have  /d/  as  the  pronunc ia t ion  of  the  –ed  end ing  in  the  PAST S IMPLE .

F ina l ly,  REGULAR VERBS that  end in  UNVOICED SOUNDS  w i l l  take  / t /  as  the  

pronunc ia t ion  of  the  –ed  end ing  in  the  pas t  s imple .  
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Examples :   

jump –  jumped  / t /             k i s s  –  k i s sed  / t /            wash  –  washed  / t /    

look  –  looked  / t /

/id/ Infin. that end in
the sound /t/ or /d/

/d/ infin. that end 
in a voiced sound

/t/ Infin. that end in 
an unvoiced sound

need -  needed

hate   -  ha ted

date   -  da ted

s eat   –  s eated

l i ve  –  l i ved

ch i l led  –  ch i l led

en joy  –  en joyed

t r y  -  t r ied

s top   -  s topped

pick  -  p icked

wish    -  w ished

crunch   -  c runched

P A S T  S I M P L E  R E G U L A R  V E R B S  S P E L L I N G  R U L E S

As  we had  s a id  in  prev ious  less ons ,  we  us e  the  pas t  s imple  to  ta lk  about  

ac t ions  and  s i tua t ions  tha t  happened in  the  pas t ,  o f ten  wi th  express ions  

l i ke  ag o ,  yes terday,  

Pas t  s imple  a ff i rmat ive

Vowel  +  -ed  ending:  

With  mos t  verbs  we  add  –ed:  walk  >  walked ,  f in i sh  >  f in i shed

+ -d:  

With  verbs  end ing  wi th  –e   we  add  –d:  l i ve  >  l i ved ,  phone  > phoned  
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A c t i v i t y  S p e l l i n g  R u l e s

01 .  Wr i te  the  pas t  s imple  of  thes e  verbs :    

01. l ike  _________________    11.  use  ______________

02.play_________________    12.  need _____________

03. l is ten________________    13.  sai l  ______________

04.cycle_________________    14.  s l ip  ______________

05.revise________________    15.  p lan ______________

06.copy _________________

07.pract ice  ______________

08.s tar t  _________________

09.watch ________________

10. f in ish  _________________   20.  t idy  ______________

16. l ive  ________________

17.cook _______________

18.dance ______________

19.hate  _______________

y  >  ied  ending:  

With  verbs  tha t  end  wi th  a  consonant  +  y,  we  change  the  –y  to  – ied:

t ry  >  t r ied ,  app ly  >  app l ied ,  supp ly  >  suppl ied .  

Double  the  Consonant

With  verbs  tha t  end  wi th  a  vowel  +  one  consonant ,  we  double  the  

consonant : s top  > s topped ,  p lan  > p lanned ,  t rave l  >  t rave l led

E x c e p t i o n s :  We  d o  n o t  d o u b l e  t h e  f i n a l  c o n s o n a n t

1 .  W h e n  t h e  v e r b  h a s  a n   a  – y  e n d i n g  o r  a  – w

E x a m p l e :  s t a y  >  s t a y e d ,  p l a y  >  p l a y e d ,  a l l o w  >  a l l o w e d

2 .   W h e n  t h e  l a s t  s y l l a b l e  i s  n o t  s t r e s s e d

E x a m p l e :  l i s t e n  >  l i s t e n e d




